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The First Stamp in Sri Lanka

Bewed viord 808 @cedm
It was 155 years ago, on April 1, 1857
that the first adhesive stamp was issued in
Sri Lanka (then Ceylon). The value was 6
pence. (Decimal currency Rupee and
Cents was adopted only in 1872) Perkins
Bacon & Co Ltd printed this first stamp. It had a pur-
plish colour and the sheet did not have perforations and
had to be cut from the sheet.

The stamp carried the left profile of the head of
Queen Victoria, the ruler of the British Empire who
was also Ceylon's monarch and the words CEYLON
and SIX PENCE.
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gedaE Ashendri Mendis

Wishing a bright future for
our loving daughter Ashendri
on her 7 th birthday.
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