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Y%S,xldfõ l%shd;aul jk
u¾úkaf.a kS;sh

uydud¾. ksfhdacH weu;s u¾úka is,ajd .sh
i;sfha oskl ish uka;%S wdikhg wh;a
yqKqmsáh fmfofia oS iuDê ks,Odrsfhl=
w,a,d wU .ilg ;nd lUhlska nekafoah'
ta tu ks,Odrshd m<df;a fvx.= Wjÿr
ms<sn|j idlÉPdlrkakg le|jQ /iaùulg
fkdmeñKs ksid o~qjula jYfhks' u¾úka
uka;%Sjrfhl= yd Wm weu;sjrfhl= nj
ienE kuq;a ;j;a flfkl=g YdrSrslj fyda
udkislj o~qjï lrkakg Tyqg lsisÿ whs;s
hla ke;' tfy;a u¾úka ys;kafka rdcH
n,hg uqjdù ;ud leu;s fohla Y%S,xldj
;=< fyd|ska fyda krlska l< yels njh'
ta udkisl;ajhg ;j fya;=jlao we;' tkï
fuf;la Tyq lrwe;s lsisÿ wfYdank l%shdj
lg ckdêm;sjrhd fyda j¾;udk rch fyda
lsisÿ úfrdaO;djla fkdmEuhs' fjk;a wkao-
ñka lsjfyd;a ta l%shd wkqu; lsrSuhs'  

u¾úkaf.a fuu wuk l%shdj isys nqoaêh
we;s ljqre;a fy<dols;s' .fï niska lsh-
kjd kï u¾úka is,ajd fujeks ‘mv;a;,’
jev lrkafka w¿;l isg fkdfõ' Tyq
l=uk fyda wjdikdjlska ,xld foaYmd,kh
;=<g ish wKav oeuQ od isg h' Tyqf.a
jdpd, lg;a" f;da" wrE" uQ" f.dkd" nQrejd"
hflda" ld,lKaKshd wdoS wfkla uka;%Sjreka
wu;kakg Tyq fhdok wislals; jd.a ud,d-
j;a ck;djg u;lh' tfy;a ñksialug
ks.d fojk fï wkaofï .,a uQi, l%shd-
jla wd;au .re;ajhla we;=j cSj;ajk ore
mjq,a ldrfhl=g muqKqjdúhhs lsisfjl=;a
tf;la is;kakg ke;' 

Y%S,xldj we;=¿ m%cd;ka;%jdoS rdcHhka
ys md¾,sfïka;=j rgg kS;s idok jHjia:d
odhlhhs' ta kS;s l%shdjg ke.Sfï whs;sh
we;af;a ta rfÜ wêlrKhg muK h' ta
ks,Odrshd jrola lf<a kï Tyq fiajfhka
wialr oukakg /lshd wdh;khg yelsh'
Tyq .ian|skakg nersh' ;ud md¾,sfïka;=
hk ksid o~qjï fokakg;a ;udg mq¿jka
hhs u¾úka is,ajd is;=jdoehs wms fkdoksuq'
fï ish¿ l%shdodufhka kskaodjg ,lajkafka
wfma rgh' ñksia whs;sjdislï lvl<dhhs
lshd;a" udOHfõoSkag uerm%ydr t,a,lrk
jdhhs lshd;a" mqj;am;a ksoyila ,xldj
;=< ke;ehs lshd;a oekgu f,dal wmjdo
fldaáhla j¾;udk ,xld rchg t,a, ù
we;' ta fpdaokd ;j;a W.%w;g yrjkafka
u¾úka is,ajd h' fï ish,af,a oS ldf.a;a
weÕs,a, fl,skau t,a,jkafka uyskao rdc-
mCI ckdêm;sjrhdg h' ;u rcfha isák
óyrld fu,a, lrkakg Tyqg nersjqfKa
wehsoehs oyila fokd wik m%Yakhhs' 

fyg wksoaodu u¾úka ;j;a wysxil
fhl=g myr oS urdoukakgo mq¿jk' tod
g;a fï rch f.d¿jka ìysrkafia wyl
n,d.kakjd we;' u¾úka is,ajd iu. rch
Y%S,xld rg f.khkafka bosrs.ukl fkdj
md;d,hla foig nj oeka wmg fmfka' 

❈ kj iyY%hg Ou_dkqYdikd ❈

ysf;dmfoaYfhka

ud;d mS;D lD;dNHdfid - .=Ks;dfu;s nd,l:
k .¾NpHq;s udf;%K - mqf;%d Nj;s mKaä;:

wrA:h : mq;d ujf.a .efnka ìys jQ muKska W.f;la
.=Kjf;la fkdfõ' uj yd mshd úiska lrk
,o wNHdifhka Tyq .=Kj;a njg meñfKa' 

fouõmshkaf.a tlu iïm; fyj;a jia;=j ;u ¥ mq;=kah'
¥orejkgo ;ukaf.a jákdu iïm; wdor KSh foudmsh-
ka h' fï ¥ore udmsh iïnkaO;dj ikd ;ksl O¾uhls'
th ukqIH m%cdj w;r muKla fkdj iEu i;aj
fldÜGdYhlgu idOdrKh jQ O¾u;djls' 

foudmshka úiska ;u ¥orejkag l=vd ld,fha ola-
jkq ,nkakdjQ wdorh" lreKdj" ore fifkyi fukau
fmdaIKh yd /ljrKh ksidu orejka ldhsl yd udk
isl ixj¾Okhlska hq;= iudchg jevodhl hym;a mqr-
jeishka njg m;ajk nj wms oksuq' kuq;a bka Tíng .sh
;j;a mq¿,a ldhH_Ndrhla foudmshka ;u ¥ mq;=ka fjkqfj-
ka bgq l< hq;=j mj;skjd' ta ;u orejka iudc úfrdaë
wmpdrS mqoa.,hka jYfhka fkdj iudc ys;ldó ñksia
.=KO¾u j,ska wkQkjQ W;=ï mqoa.,hka yeáhg ;ekSuhs' 

fuu moHfha i|yka wdldrhg orefjl= uõl=fia
Wmka muKskau Tyq fyda weh .=Kj;a keKj;a flfkl=
jkafka ke;' ta i|yd úYd, ldhH_Ndrhla foudmshka l<
hq;=j ;sfí' tkï uj fyda mshd úiska tu orejka
wNHdifhka fyj;a mqyqKqfjka ksis wdldrhg yslaujkq
,eîuhs' ksis wdldrhg .=K O¾uhkays msysgqùuhs'
tfukau wOHdmkfha yd Ys,am Ydia;%dosfhys m%.=Klrùuhs'
tfia fkdue;sj uj mshd fld;rï .=K keK folska hq;=
jQj;a bka orejkag lsisÿ jevla fkdfõ' 

foudmshka jeros u. hñka orejka ksjeros u.
heùug Wmfoia oSu wo yeu iudchlu olakg ,efnk
fohls' orejka we;s foudmshka yeuúgu orejkag
wdo¾Yu;a f,i yeisrsh hq;= h' ulaksido <ud ld,fha
fndfyda úg <uhskaf.a isrs; wkqlrKh lsrSu jk neúks'
orefjda úfYaIfhka f.oroS ;u foudmshka wkqlrKh
lsrSug ksh; jYfhkau fm<fUkakdy' 

foudmshka u;ameka mdkh lsrSu" ÿïmdkh" ks;r
wËonr we;slr .ekSu wdoS fkdfhla foa ;ek fkd;ek
fkdn,d orejka bosrsfha u lrñka orejka bka j<ld,Sug
Tjqkag wjjdo wkqYdikd lsrSu ksIaM, h' ' Tjd fokq
mryg ;ud iïu;fhys msysgd isg' hk lshukg wkqj
iEu flfkl=u wkqkg Wmfoia oSug fmr ;ud tajdhska
je<lS isáh hq;= h' 

wo yeufokdu mdfya .; lrkafka ldhH_ nyq, cSú; h'
úfYaIfhka ngysr rgj,g th fmdÿ h' kuq;a ta ksidu
¥orejka .ek fkd;elSu kqjKg yqre ke;' wYajhd mek
.shdg miq ia;d,h jid jevla weoao@ orejka fkdu.
.shúg orejkag fyda iudchg fodia mjrd ;ukag
ks¾fodaIS úh fkdyelshs' thg fya;=j bka úYd, fldgi-
la ;ukag whs;s jk ksihs'   

tfukau fhdjqka úhg msúfik orejkao b;d
l,amkdldrSj iudcfha cSj;aúh hq;= h' iudch fyd|ska
jgyd.; hq;= h' úfYaIfhka ñ;=rka weiqre lsrSfïoS jvd;a
l,amkdldrSúh hq;=h' fyd| krl fome;a;gu b;d blau
Kska fmr<Sug weiqre lrkakka n,mdk neúks' wi;amqreI
fiajkh flfkl=f.a úkdYh <Õdlr .ekSuls' 

fïksid orejka .ek fouõmshka jvd;a ie,ls,su;a úh
hq;=jdla fiau orejkao nqoaêu;aj l%shdlsrSfuka ;u cSú ;h
;ukago iudchgo jevodhS f,ig ilialr.; hq;= h'
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The resplendent pageant 
of the resplendent island
kqjr wiu wei< fmryer

In 1829, on the advice of the
Kandyan chiefs, Kandy Esala
Perahera pageant was held by
British colonial governor Sir
Edward Barnes to end the severe
drought in the island. The pageant
resulted in heavy downpour. The
flood water spilled over the Kandy
Lake & submerged the low-lying
areas, making the roads impassa-
ble. In the "Dalada Sirita", a
Sinhalese treatise on the Tooth
Relic, it is said: "When there is no
rain, make offerings to the Tooth
Relic in this manner"

Origin of the ancient pageant
The Sinhalese chronicles suggest
the annual pageant was held in the
3rd century BC in the hills as a
rainmaking event: pay tribute for
the harvest & prey to the gods for
rain in time for the next crop.
However the general belief is that
the pageant commenced with the
arrival of the Sacred Tooth Relic in
Sri Lanka in the fourth century AD,
during the reign of King Kirti Sri
Meghawanna (304-331 AD). When
King Guhasiva of Kalinga (Orissa)
faced defeat, the Tooth Relic was
hidden in his daughter Hemamala's
hair & she was spirited away to
Lanka. She was accompanied by
Prince Dhanta. The arrival of Holy
Tooth Relic with the Orissan
princess caused a sensation in the
populace & the king rising to the
occasion decreed that the relic be
carried in procession through the
city once a year. Prince Dhanta &
Princess Hemamala settled down at
Keerawella (Manikkadawara) an
important ancient city of Lanka. It
seems pre Buddhist tradition of
rainmaking festival merged with
the newly created procession of
Buddhist Lanka. The Tooth Relic
becoming palladium of regal
authority, the pageant quickly
developed into the most prominent
religious event. The famous
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim traveler
Fa Hsien, visiting Anuradhapura in
399 AD, described the splendid
festival, with processions of jewel-
encrusted elephants.

1829 oS Y%s,xldj mqrd oeä
kshÕhla mej;=Ks' .x.d we< fod<
is|S f.dia .yfld< ish,a, úh,S
.sfhah' tl, bx.%Sis wdKavqldrhdj
isá i¾ tâjâ ndkaia yuqjQ uykqjr

ro< m%OdkSka Tyqg okajd isáfha
tjlg kj;d oud ;snQ uykqjr
wei< fmryer oka;Od;+ka jykafia
t<shg jvïujd" ùos ixpdrh lrñka
meje;a;=j fyd;a ksielju j¾Idj
we;sjk njhs' ta lS m%ldr wdKavq
ldrjrhd o<od jykafia ud<s.fhka
msg;g jvïujd fmryer meje;aùh' 

fkdfnda fõ,djlskau jyskakg
mgka.;af;ah' ta j¾Idj b;d wêl
f,i jegqKq w;r bka kqjr jej b;srS
msgdr .,kakg jQ nj lsh;s' tu
ydialu ÿgq bx.%Sis m%OdkSyq bkamiq
jirla mdid o<od fmryer
mj;ajkakg isxy<hskag bv ÿkay' 

mqrdK ,shlshú,s j, i|yka-
jkafka l%s mQ 3 jk ishjfia isg lkao
Wvrg fmfoia j, jeiai m;d jeiai
j<dyl foúhkag mqomQcd jYfhka
fmryerla meje;ajqKq njhs' 

tfy;a cku;hg wkqj o<od
fmryer wdrïNjQfha l<sÕ= rfÜ rc
l< .=yiSj rcq ;u rdcHh i;=re

rfcl=g merÿKq úg wdrCIdj msKsi
;u rdcHh i;=j ;snQ o<odj Y%S,xldjg
tjQ miqj njhs' th fuys f.k wdfõ
oka; l=ure iy fyauud,d l=urshhs'
fyauud,d oka; Od;=j ;u fldKavfha
iÕjdf.k ;sìK' tl, tkï 4 jk
ishjfia ,xldfõ rc lf<a lS¾;s Y%S
fï>j¾K rc;=udh' oka; Od;+ka
jykafia w;sYh ieoeye is;ska ndr.;a
rc;=ud th ksis lrvqjl ;ekam;a
fldg úi,a fmrye rlska jd¾Islj
thg mqomQcd meje;aúh hq;= nj kshu
lf<ah' jeiai jiaijk fmryer
,xldfõ nqÿiufha jHdma;sh;a iu.
o<odfmryer njg m;aúh' tfiau tod
isg oka;Od;=j isxy< rdcHfha ysñlu
mejfrk ,CIKhlao úh' bx.%SiSka
lkao Wvrg w,a,d.kakg uQ,sl fya;=jo
o<odj i;= whg ck;d m%idoh o
ks;e;ska ysñùu h' 

Possible outcome of the pageant: the rainmaker
kshÕhloS ksielju jeisjiaik o<od fmryer
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