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A TRIBUTE TO AN OUTSTANDING SRILANKAN LADY
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Dr Mrs Subhadra Siriwardena
( Photo- Wilfred Perera)
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Dr.Subadra Siriwardena a patriotic Sri [
Lankan lady in our community here
reaches ecighty years of age this
month.An outstanding mother,grand-
mother,teacher and a patriotic elder,
she is one of the well known and pop-
ular figures in our community here for
close to four decades.

Born in Bope,Galle in 1928,she
grew up in a village in Agalawatte, her
fathers native place.This rural
upbringing and the early schooling at
the village school, she recollects as
having made a lasting impression in
her life.Her parents were, Mr. Sumana
Sooriyagoda one of the pioneer lectur-
ers in Oriental Studies at the
University College,Colombo and
mother Mrs.Engalthina Samarasinghe
Dissanayake A lady from a prominent
family in Matara.

At the age of eight years she was
bordered at St.John's College,
Panadura where she started her educa-
tion in the English medium. On the
early demise of her father and the
mother marrying again, the family
moved to Nawalapitiya where her step
father worked.She continued her edu-
cation at Anuruddha College,
Nawalapitiya a prominent Buddhist
Educational Institution.Here, she
completed her secondary education
passing brilliantly in 1945, the Senior
School Certificate(S.S.C.) the equiva-
lent of G.C.E.(O.L.) today.

In 1946 she entered Ananda
College, Colombo for her sixth form
studies and passed the Higher School
Certificate (H.S.C.) as the advanced
level was known then.This was also
the entry qualification for the
University of Ceylon which had been
newly established and was still at
Reid Avenue,Colombo.She read
Sinhala and History for the B.A.
Degree and qualified in 1952. She
gratefully recollects the guardianship
and guidance for all these studies
given by Mr.Dharmapala Gamman-
pila, her step-father and for her future
progress.

Career opportunities for educated
ladies were limited at that time.The
best career for a lady was teaching
and just after graduating she started as
a teacher at Mahamaya Girls School
in Kandy, a well known Buddhist
institution .She continued there until
1955 and having decided on a career
in Education, entered the University
of Ceylon again to follow a course for
the Post Graduate Diploma in
Education at the Department of
Education there of  which
Prof.T.L.Green was the Head.After
completing this course in 1956
Subadra taught for a short period at
Kadugannawa Senior School.

Continuing her studies in
Education she enrolled for a Masters
in Education at the Department of
Education which by then had moved
to the University of Ceylon at
Peradeniya.In 1960 she completed the
M.A. in Education with her research
thesis in Educational Sociology enti-
tled 'Growing up in a Kandyan
Village', a 'Growing up Study' in the
lines of the Educational Sociologist
Margaret Mead.

In 1960 a big step forward in
Education in the country was the take-
over of schools run by various reli-
gious and other organisations referred
to as Assisted Schools which the state
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As a young graduate

was funding anyway,in order to establish
a state system of education.Subadra was
asked to go as the Principal of
St.Joseph's Balika Vidyalaya, a promi-
nent Christian Girls School in Gampola
which had been taken into the State
System.She took up the challenge and
went as the pioneer principal of
St.Joseph's Baljka as a state
school.Having run this school for a time
she moved on as the Principal of
Pushpadana Balika Vidyalaya in
KandyIn both these schools she is
remembered with gratitude for the con-
tribution she made for their progress.

Subsequently by early 1960s she went
as a lecturer and Vice Principal of
Polgolla Teachers Training College a
prominent Lady Teachers College in the
country.

On the personal side, by then she had
married Mr.Herbert Siriwardena a Pub
lic Health Officer in Kandy in 1956 and
was the happy mother of three children.

In 1966, on the strength of her
achievements in the educational field
she was selected as a lecturer at the
Department of Education, Vidyodaya
University of Ceylon (presently the Sri
Jayawardenapura University).She lec-
tured there in Educational Psychology
and Educational Sociology for the next
three years before proceeding to
England on a University scholarship to
pursue her post Graduate research at the
University of London.

Being a conscientious and hard
working scholar she completed this
research obtaining the PhD. in
Education from the Institute of
Education in 1974.

On behalf of Lanka Viththi we
wholeheartedly join in celebrating her
reaching eighty years of age and wish
her many more years of health happiness
and strength to be with us and to contin-
ue the good work to which she has
devoted herself so selflessly.

May you live long!
- Venura
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