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Two Leaves & a bud

Near Talawakele in an early morning chill

Over vast terraced hills of emerald green bushes

A warming sun lifts wisps of blue-grey mist.

From steep pathways turbaned Kanganis supervise,

Hundreds of female pickers,

In their colourful sarees, supporting wicker baskets
on their backs

- often an infant strapped to their side-

Like flocks of large brightly plumaged birds feeding
With nimble flick of forefinger and thumb,

Both hands working in swift rotation

Two leaves and a bud at a time over shoulders into BASKET.
From a nearby factory four long hoots from a siren beckons,

A signal to stop and?l]le back to a weighing - room.

A gentle breeze wafts a piquant aroma from the drying chambers.

To review memoris I pour myself a cup of Orange Pekoe Dimbula Tea!
¢ Denis Janz - London NW8

Harrow UK
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