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Is this sheer audacity or

just plain ignorance,
to call your restaurant

"Gree

y Buddha" What'sJ* "

next ? - |asked the owner

Have they run out of
names for restaurants? I
am sure like thousands of
other Buddhists you
would also be horrified to
see the name of one
restaurant on Wandsworth
Bridge Road in Fulham-
The Greedy Buddha. The
imbecile who came up
with this name probably
thought that this 1s a cool
and hip name to have but
anyone who has an ounce
of knowledge on this great
religion and its master
would know how wrong
and apgalling this is. The
truth of the matter is that
the basic Buddha's teach-
inF is based on giving up
all worldly pleasures and
materials, and finally
reaching the ultimate bliss
of Nirvana. The Buddha
is someone who con-
quered the world giving
up all desires including
reed and lust. Imagine
ow inconsiderate and
stupid this is to mock that.
A religion that began
closed to 2570 years ago
in India and is still grow-
ing in popularity by the
day in this materialistic
world, is phenomenal, but
for anyone to link that in
to something as vile and
cheap as this restaurant's
name is nauseating and
heart breaking. And
adding insult to injury, the
restaurant has Buddha's
statue like a door wedge
close to the bar where they
sell alcohol, which you
can see plastered on their
website. What is tragic
here is that it serves Nepa-
lese food, a country asso-
ciated with Buddha's life.
A few years back
Sainsbury's and Home-
base had candles made
into Buddha's image with
a wick attached to the top
of the head. And these
candles were not only in
Sainsbury's they were also
available in shops which
mostly sell interior deco-
rating goods. But the real-
ity is that they were made
in China and Thailand. I
saw carpets and table mats
with Buddha's image sold

in a shop in Hampstead
with other decorative
materials. Once the

Ceylon Tea packets had
Polonaruwa Gal Vihara
Buddha images and were
sold in Sainsbury stores.
Thanks to the, then Sri
Lankan High
Commissioner Mr Faize
Musthapa, that was put to

an end. The famous fash-

ion lingerie wear line
Victoria's Secret had the
Buddha image printed on
their skimpy bikini line
and after huge uproar man-
aged to get it discontinued.
And most of their lingerie
wear are made in Sri
Lanka. Last year 1 came
across in Sainsbury's store
selling Sri Lankan meat
curry in packs with
Buddhas image on it, and 1
personally managed to get
the design changed on
their package after bit of
persuasion. They even sent
me their new package
design which replaced tﬁe
Buddha image with one of
a Sri Lankan devil mask:
At the end I was also sent
some free samples asking
my opinion about their
improved taste. It was a
small victory on my part
and I still hold on to the
proofs of that communica-
tion I had with them for
posterity. One of the most
recent one to hit the mar-
ket was Buddha image on
tissues (serviettes) which
Lidel sold and that was put
to an end with the help of
the Sri Lanka igh
Commision . So far the
most shocking I have
come across was, the
Buddha image on the toilet
seat cover. And at least
some of us can feel relief
at the recent news that the
famous "Buddha Bars" in
cities like Paris and in
London have gone into
administration.

It was also in the last
year | came across a web-
site  selling Buddha's
image on a shoe collec-
tion, and and I offer thanks
to the many who bom-
barded the website with
emails, with the result that
we managed to get that off
the website and by con-
veying our annoyance to
the designer persuaded
him to discontinue the
design. I remember once I
was in Harrods
Department store where
their carpet section had a
statue of Buddha and
trumped up on the shoul-
der was a rolled carpet,
which I managed to get it
removed after speaking to
their department manager.
There were many incidents
like this I personally have
come across. It is a fact
that out of all religious
icons Buddha's image has
been the most used image
for aesthetic purposes

The Greedy Buddha
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especially in the interior
decoration trade. Buddha's
image fills the local garden
centres, supermarkets, bar-
ber shops as well as seedier
environments. Very soon it
will be displayed in butcher
shops.

We as Buddhists today all
over the world are fighting a
losing battle to save the
Buddha's image from being
exploited and used in offen-
cive and demeaning man-
ners without any regard
whatsoever to the millions
of people who worship
Buddha and the followers of
his religion. This irresponsi-
ble attitude is mostly due to
ignorance. And for so many
of us it's an automatic reac-
tion to defend the Budd ha's
image and we need to
encourage others to do so as
well, as all Buddhists have a
duty to prevent these hap-
pening and to rally around
when needed.

I have so far written to
the proprietor of this restau-
rant explaining my shock
and displeasure at his insen-
sitivity and sheer audacity in
choosing a name for his
restaurant that insults all
Buddhists. I have explained
in my letter to him how
sacred the Lord Buddha and
his teachings are and how
we revere them all through-
out our lives. His is an
image that we hold in a very
high place in our hearts and
minds. So for us to see his
life and teachings being
mocked for the sake of
financial gains is quite dis-
turbing. 1 am sure that he
wouldn't use the name Allah
or Jesus Christ in this man-
ner as we all know the reper-
cussions would be quite
drastic. I think this is mainly
because  Buddhists are
regarded as passive, peace
loving and non-confronta-

tional people, and thus
always being taken for
granted.
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