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Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
(April 14, 1891 - December 6,
1956), also known as Babasaheb,
was an Indian nationalist, jurist,
Dalit political leader and a
Buddhist revivalist. He was also
the chief architect of the Indian
Constitution.

Born into a poor Untouchable fam-
ily, Ambedkar spent his whole life
fighting against social discrimina-
tion, the system of Chaturvarna -
the Hindu categorization of human
society into four varnas varnas -
and the Indian caste system.

He is also credited with having
sparked the Dalit Buddhist move-
ment. Ambedkar has been hon-
oured with the Bharat Ratna,
India's highest civilian award.

Overcoming numerous social and
financial obstacles, Ambedkar
became one of the first "untouch-
ables" to obtain a college education
in India. Eventually earning law
degrees and multiple doctorates for
his study and research in law, eco-
nomics and political science from
Columbia University and the
London School of Economics,
Ambedkar returned home a
famous scholar and practiced
law for a few years before
publishing journals advocat-
ing political rights and social
freedom for India's untouch-
ables.

Buddhism disappeared from India due to
wavering attitude of the Laity - Dr. Ambedkar
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" Buddhism disappeared from India due to
wavering attitude of the Laity "

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, in his letter to D.
Walisinha, Genreral Secretary , Maha Bodhi
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society, Calcutta, on 16 th Feb 1955 expr- g}

essed his opinion about ‘Dhamma Diksha’.

" I have been of the opinion that the conversion of laity is not
conversion at all. It is only a normal thing. The so-called
Buddhist laity besides worshipping the Buddha also continued
to worship other Gods and Godesses which were set up by the

Bramhin to destroy Buddhism.

Buddhism disappeared from the India largely of this
wavering attitude of the laity. If hereafter Buddhism is firmly
established in India the laity must exclusively tied up to it. This
did not happen in the past becasue in Buddhism there was a
ceremoney for initiation into the Sangh but there was no such
ceremony for intiation into the Dhamma.

In Christinty there was two ceremonies 1) Baptism
which is the intiation into the new Christian religion, 2)
Ordination of the priest. In this respect the new movement for
propagation of Buddhism in India must copy Christanity. To
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remove this dangerous evil in Buddhism I have prepared for-
mula which I call Dhamma Diksha. Every one who wishes to
converted in Buddhism shall have to undergo through ceremo-
ny. Otherwise he will not be regarded as a Buddhist
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