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Children’s Corner

Why is that Parrots can talk ?
BOYIO MO »THYEE ewese?

Parrots will only mimic humans only if
they are kept in captivity. They are very #
social bird and vocal communications
play an important part in their mating
rituals. They can make a wide range of
noises and 1n captivity, when they don't
have companions of the same species
they copy sounds. Although they don't
understand what they are saying, they do sometimes
associate words with certain events.
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Mrs Madhuri Abeywickrema
88ue 00 F6RIDO OHBIBEG

Maduri popularly known as
"Maduraseeli" to her school mates
of her "Alma Mata", Sumana
Balika Vidyalaya of Ratnapura,
departed from our world in the early
hours of 20th December 2011.

Maduri was an innocent village
girl born in a village called
"Marapana" at the outskirts of
Ratnapura. She had her education
from Seevali Central College prior
to her admission to Sumana Balika
Vidyalaya, where we met and cher-
ished our friendship.

She was a silent but internally
vibrant person in the school.
Maduri was well known for her tal-
ents and skills as a poet. In the early
1960's when "Nisadas Kavi" was
gaining popularity, we were amazed
to read her poems. She introduced
us to that poetic world with no jeal-
ousies but with kindness.

When Maduri came to Sri Lanka
in May 2010 she was determined to
"Reciprocate what she received"
from the country. She thereafter
invited all the old girls of Sumana
Balika Vidyalaya and formed the
"Colombo Chapter" of the OGA.
She had many plans in her mind
how to return what she received
from the school and from the coun-
try. She was a symbol of "Kathanga
Kathapungatha" (gratefulness) a
rare quality omong many of us.

Maduri arranged a pilgrimage to
Atamasthana in Anuradhapura with
her school teachers and few class-
mates just before she left Sri Lanka
not knowingly that was her last
visit. She insisted paying homage to

"Thanthirimale" despite the very
late evening of that day visit to
Anuradhapura.

She left Sri Lanka with high
spirits of coming back soon and
assisting us her support to the
school. Her unfortunate accident
and illness obstruct her determi-
nation to py her gratitude to the
OGA of Sumana Balika
Vidyalaya. She used to call me
often in arranging programmes in
support of the school.

I saw her last on 22nd
September 2011 at her residence
at Boxtree Road, Harrow. She
was happily talking about her
school days, school friends and
our life at Sumana Balika.

We lost a good friend, a very
positive supporter of our OGA
and most of all a determinant
woman who could have done and
wanted to do more than she did in
her past if not the inevitable death
came so fast.

Yet we assure you Maduri that
we the OGA of Sumana Balika
Vidyalaya will continue the mis-
sion you initiated and contributed
to achieve the vision of our "Alma
Mata" "Upashantha Charissatha".

May you attain the Supreme
bliss of Nibbana !

+ Manel Jayamanna

( On behalf of the old girls
association of
Sumana Balika Vidyalaya,
Ratnapura )
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