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Former Miss Venezuela dies

of breast cancer aged 28
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Former Venezuelan beauty
queen Eva Ekvall has died
from breast cancer aged just
28 on the 17 December 2011.

Famous in her teenage years for
her beauty, Ms Ekvall went on to
become a news anchor, author and
one of her home country's greatest
cancer charity advocates.

She was raised in both the United
States and Venezuela and was fluent
in English and Spanish from child-
hood. Born to an American father
and Jamaican mother, she was
working in a clothes store in
Caracas when she was spotted by a
modelling agency scout.

“ To me that was ridiculous ” she
told the Guardian earlier this year.
I thought I was overweight. I just
couldn't be a model.

“ But one day I got fired so I took
a cab and went to the modelling
agency. Once they saw me ... they
said they had the next Miss
Venezuela right there.”

Aged 17, she was crowned Miss
Venezuela in 2000. The following
year, she was third runner-up in the
Miss Universe pageant in Puerto
Rico. As a Buddhist, she was the
first non - Christian to have won the
title of Miss Venezuela.

The journalism graduate became a
model, actress and television news
anchor for Venevision.

She was diagnosed with advanced
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breast cancer in February 2010,
and underwent eight months of
treatment including chemothera-
py, radiation and a mastectomy.

“In the beginning [ wasn’t sure
if 1 looked good or not. Then I
realised that wasn’t the point. I
wasn’t supposed to look good, I
had cancer ”

She had noticed a lump in her
breast months earlier but thought
her body was changing due to her
pregnancy.

“ 1 was very angry because |
should have known ” she said at
the time. “ My aunt had breast
cancer twice and my grandmother
died from breast cancer. And I
just let time go.”

With honest portraits provided
by photographer Roberto Mata,
she wrote the book Fuera de
Foco - translated as Out of Focus
- to chronicle her struggle with
the disease.

She was married to radio pro-
ducer John Fabio Bermudez and
had a two-year-old daughter,
Miranda

On 19th Monday, Eva Ekvall’s
family cremated her remains in
Houston near the hospital.

“Sadly, cancer had the last
word,” writer Leonardo Padron
told Globovision. The public of
Venezuela are still in a shock sad-
den by Eva’s death.

Nearing
the death,
Eva hugs
her
daughter
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With her husband and daughter. Pictures show how
she lost all her hair after chemotherapy treatments..
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Who would you invite for dinner and why?

As a Buddhist, Eva Ekvaal was the first non-Christian to have
won the title of Miss Venezuela.

Popular American singer Marc Anthony once on a TV dis-

cussion asked Eva Ekvall this question: * If you can invite one
famous person, living or dead, to a dinner party, who would it
be and why ? ”
Eva Ekvall replied : “ It would definitely be the Dalai Lama
because first of all, my father is a Buddhist and I’ve learned a
lot of Buddhism practices through him. And as a matter of fact,
today, I am a Buddhist. And I would like to know a lot about
how he keeps his eternal peace which is so incredible and to
teach the whole world that obviously.”
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