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Ilford Essex UK

Macaulay’s
children

From India, Lord Macaulay
sent a detailed message to
British Parliament in 1935 out-
lining a plan for promoting
English education in India and
laying the foundations for the
subjugation of the native peo-
ple in preparation for future
colonial domination of India
He called for "creating a
class of Anglicised Indians
who would serve as cultural
intermediaries  (tholkayas)
between the British and the
Indians. That this group, while
being Indians in skin colour
and blood would be White or
English in likes and dislikes,
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manners and ideas, values,
attitudes and mentality
inside.” It served as the base
for the policy of education
adapted by the English in
Colonial India and Ceylon
subsequently.

It was based on promot-
ing this view of Education
encouraged by the colonial

governments, that  the
Christian and  Catholic
Missionaries  established

their school system. They
added another factor to it.
That was to promote conver-
sion of natives to
Christianity.

With the developments of
the British Colonial Govern
ment in India, English
became the official language
and became the valued lan-
guage. Being costly, English
education was limited to the
rich who could pay the fees
in English medium schools,
mostly run by Missionaries
who monopolised education.
These produced a class of
Anglicised Gentlemen who
were, as Macaulay wanted “
Indian in skin colour and
blood but Englishmen in all
other aspects.”

They became powerful
because they were favoured
by the British rulers, served
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as their lackeys and became
the “ Indian Sahibs ”
Ultimately with Independence
they became the new Ruling
Class. These were the group of
people who began to be called
derogetorily during the inde-
pendence struggle in India as
“Macaulay’s Children ” Their
mentality began to be referred
to as “ Macaulayism”

In similar circumstances
Macaulay’s children started
breeding all over Sri Lanka
(Ceylon) too. By the turn of
the 19th Century a class of
anglisized ruling  black-
Englishmen (kalu suddo) had
been established who had
received their English educa-
tion in those schools which
had been created along the
lines proposed by Macaulay.
Our Macaulays children had
been selected from the
Nilames and aristocratic fami-
lies in the upcountry, the
Mudali, Muhandiram families
in the low country and the high
caste Vellala families in the
Northern and Eastern areas.
All these had been lackeys of
white British rulers who had
endowed them with power at
various levels.

¢ Wakula Gunapala
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