Page

6

June 2011.gxd 07/06/2011 14:59 Page 1

Page 6 @03 89©

—p—

LANKA VITHTHI @938 JUNE 10, 2011 &% @&

h [ 4
sborn Nurmana
qoRe ol
8e B¢ degen Besdg ecoe agd ot
e 0 RO & epRe OB @
e 80 c®I® g @88w moR IO
8¢ ©8 e300z weded ¢ e¢ed I
ecn® 888 0wd ecwdm O 2590
IHBIC sz BREE »¢ On 395}
2 Be0s ©2306e0%3 ¢ Sw ¢wlsl 000
& B0@ Oc8 ¢om® eIOD ®000
+ BOF G0 e@DOed
Reslem® Sri Lanka
eslenl®) HBE
e3¢o® 2@ ¢ 8Bcm com 8eo
8o @B Cwends B 3¢
8esdg acs; B0 ewe ¢l &co
60 1BBTO ©uRYOEE ¢xlen e
¢ gm Cecd yoise wss @0 &G
28 nd »eem» FB & B¢ NE 8Bw
3¢H® »9® BRces 8n BCw
88cs o® Semn cdnd; 85 DG
¢ OIC) 60IBH D0 ICOD
&:383w Sri Lanka

elenld) @H®

A Tree That Stood In Havelock Road

Oz =Ded O

( A poem rethought )

Down Havelock Road, Colombo six,
Where gardens bloomed in sun and rain,
When Mother ruled and home was life,
There was I on our Mango Tree,

My leafy fruited green haven,

Where kohas sang and mynahs chirped
While squirrels danced at hide-and-seek.
A psychic crow, the lone magpie
Hopping from greening twig to branch,
Would stalk and haunt me every climb
Determined to communicate.
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The rustle of leaves, a crackle of twigs

Would reveal my perch, with quiet

Drops of spotted, yellow jackets

Bursting flesh clammy and clumsy,

To spread an odour raw and sweet

Rousing honey-bee, bird and fly.

And high above the lofty trunk,

Silver wings droning in the sun,

Would flash through shade of leaf and branch,
Drawing white woollies in slipstream.

As winds raged, rains lashed, to sober
Widely indulgent sunshine years,

To tear away the wraps of bark,

While leafless twigs and sapless limbs
Began to bow, wrench free and fall,
Mother decreed.

Naked, it crashed.

Soon, erstwhile neighbours rooted gazed
With bruised fronds to sough in grief.
A little orb of ghostly glow

Streaked up from wood, and hid in air,
Down Havelock Road

Colombo six.
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