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With this issue ‘Miss
Lankavithth’ (LankaViththi
meneviya) reaches fifteen
years of age; a comely young
lass -lively and beautiful
(hurubuhuty lassana mene-
viyak bavata pathva etha)

She was born with the first
issue in April 1997 - the com-
ing to reality of the dream of
some  patriotic  Sinhala
Londoners who had been
yearning for a forum where
like minded Sri Lankans
could pool their ideas at least
once a month and break the
mould of isolation into which
we had fallen. The war
against the LTTE tiger terror-
ists had been raging for
almost fifteen years or
so....messed up by weak
political insight and leader-
ship with no end in sight.

The birth of Lankaviththi
gave us some consola-
tion (asvesillak) and
something to hope for.

The initial period was
not easy but manageable
with the support of the
many supportive patri-
ots.As time went on
Lankaviththi took its due
place in the London
social and cultural scene.

The young girl
‘Lankaviththi’ grew up
in the London scene sup- .
ported by the many patri- &
otic uncles and aunts

were always caring for her. Of

course as a young child grow-
ing up in the English culture
she absorbed the language,
skills and values to exist in that
society. But she also did not
lose the values of our Sinhala
culture and the Buddhist reli-

gion. Every month the support- 4

ive uncles and aunts led by
Daya uncle used to take her to
the many Buddhist temples in
and around London where she
received blessings from the
pious and learned monks over
the years. The habits and val-
ues of a good Buddhist were
imbibed in her from that early
age. She was also taken to the
many Sinhala National cultural
shows and events in the UK
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over the past fifteen years.
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One cannot forget all the
help given by aunties and
uncles in many Sri Lankan
establishments like The
Bank of Ceylon, Trico, Fast
Cash, Sams, Duke Court,
Taprobane, Lihiniya, Anoo
ma & Co, Antons, Shanthi &
Co and several other firms
in England who have been
throughout supportive over
the years.
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Then of course we cannot
forget the many aunties and

uncles like uncle Anura Hegoda,

Wilfred Perera, Ananda Kariya-

wasam and aunty Ramani in

Children's Corner with their interest-

ing stories and the guidance given to
| the young Lankaviththi.
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From the many uncles, aunties, ayyas
and akkas who write beautiful
Sinhala poetry in the popular poetry
page, she learnt to appreciate Sinhala
geetha and kavi.
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computer graphics by uncle Channa,
over so many years - all were added
education for her in aesthetics.
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She will be doing her GCSE Exams | S0@mwies Oxfomes §8c0 »ad. a@d@aé?@ 58

(the equivalent of GCE ‘O level in | 908® 8Secwed odewz owg 5 g@’o’ 5@8

Sri Lanka) this june. She has been BE@en 6055 200 HEss eOERS eIERD DO
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predicted to get A* s in all ten sub-
jects she is offering.

Our Sri Lankan children living in
the UK should take a lesson from
Miss Lankaviththi.

¢ (uncle) Wakula Gunapala
Ilford Essex UK

whenever they were held
Similarly she went to Lords and
Oval cricket grounds to watch
and cheer in many cricket
matches in which Sri Lanka par-
ticipated. So she is a great fan of
the Sri Lankan team.
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