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Jonat itulegoda (KIT)

The first British

soldier died
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finding peace for Afghani civilians
and had a "full and professional" role
as a Territorial Army infantryman.

He was a member of the
Rifle Volunteers, a Territorial Army
battalion, and had won many tro-
phies for his cadet duties before he
joined the Army.

Jonathan, son of Ranjith
Kitulegoda and Susan Kitulegoda,
was born in Bedford and grew up in
Clifton, Bedfordshire. He joined the

travelling in an Army Land Rover
with soft canvas top and sides. The
suicide bomber driving a taxi had
detonated the 200 Ib of explosives
just as Kitulagoda was overtaking

the vehicle driven by the bomber.
Soon after Jonathan’s death, his
father Ranjith Kitulegoda and moth-
er Susan had demanded an immedi-
ate inquiry into their son’s death.
from the Ministry of Defence.(MOD)
The inquiry demand came soon

in Afghanistan

Recently the London Evening Standard newspaper
published a series of artcles by its Chief Political
Correspondent Nicholas Cecil about the plight of the
British troops fighting in Afganistan. He pointed out
that British soldiers pay the heaviest price and the
death toll is higher than all other EU allies combined.
Last month the UK military death toll came to 356 -
compared to 298 for all other EU countries.
According to reports Pte Jonathan Kitulagoda of
the Rifle Volunteers, who died On 28.01.2004 was the
first British battlefield casualty, Pte Conrad Lewis, of
3 Para, died on 09.02.2011 is among the most recent.
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after it was learnt that the Defence
Ministry had declined to accede to
requests for armoured vehicles to be
provided to this particular unit work-
ing as peacekeepers in Afghanistan.
Jonathan was fondly called - Kit,
by his university friends and col-
leagues in the forces. They are all
saddened by his untimely death.
After Jonatha’s death only, British
government sent the requested
armoured vehicles to Afganisthan.

cadet force at a young age, which
was when he won his trophies, one
of which was for "Best Cadet" in
1997. After completing his three-
year degree, during which he was
already a member of the Territorial
Army, he joined the Rifle
Volunteers, based at Wyvern
Barracks, Exeter, in 2003.

He was serving at a military base
in Kabul with the Nato-led
International Security Assistance
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Private Jonathan Kitulagoda, who died on 28
January, 2004, aged 23, was killed in an apparent sui-

Force (ISAF), when what was
described by the Ministry of Defence
as an "apparent suicide bomb attack"

A top officer from British Army
Headquarters said: “ It's not possible
to say if Pte. Kitulagoda would have

cide bomb attack while on peacekeeping duties in
Afghanistan. He had served for only a short while,
after graduating from Plymouth University with a
degree in marine navigation.

Described as "cheerful," he was committed to
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survived had he been in an armoured
Land Rover, but his chances would
have been much better.”

¢ Venura

claimed his life and injured four
other soldiers.

Later it was revealed that at
the time of the attack, Jonathan was
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