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View and Wrong View

The Buddha once told a story about a young man who was
a trader and had a beautiful wife and baby son. Sadly, his
wife fell ill and died and the man poured all his love into
his little child, who became the sole source of his happi-
ness and joy. Once, while he went away on business, ban-
dits raided his village, burned it to the ground and cap-
tured his five-year-old son. When he returned and saw the
devastation, he was beside himself with grief. He found
the charred corpse of a small child and, in his desperation,
took it for the body of his son. He tore at his hair and beat
his chest and wept uncontrollably. At last, he arranged a
cremation ceremony, collected up the ashes, and put them
in a very precious silk pouch. Whether he was working,
sleeping or eating, he carried that bag of ashes with him,
and often he would sit alone and weep for hours on end.

One day his son escaped from the bandits and found his
way home. It was midnight when he arrived at his father's
new house and knocked on the door. The man lay in bed,
sobbing, and the bag of ashes by his side. "Who is it?" he
asked. The child answered. ' It's me Daddy, your son.
Open the door'

In his anguish and confusion, all that father could think of
was that some malicious boy was playing a cruel trick on
him. ' Go away' he shouted.' Leave me alone' Then he
started to cry once more. Again and again, the boy
knocked, but the father refused to let him in. Finally, he
slowly turned and walked away. The father and son never
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saw each other again.

When he came to the end of his story, the Buddha said, '
Some- times, somewhere you take something to be the
truth. But you cling to it too strongly, then even when the
truth come in person and knocks on your door, you will
not open it.'
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+ Sogyal Rinpoche

Religions should face investigation

“ Experience is the only source of knowledge. The same methods of
investigation which we apply to the sciences and to exterior knowledge
should be applied to religion. If a religion is destroyed by such investi-
gation, it means that religion is nothing, but a useless and unworthy col-
lection of superstitious beliefs; the sooner it disappeared, the better. Why
religions should claim that they are not bound to abide by the standpoint
of reason, no one knows.....it is better that mankind should become athe-
ist by following reason than blindly believing in two hundred million
gods on the authority of anybody.....

¢ Swami Vivekananda
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