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UDDHIST MORES

Tens of thousands of rioters left a
trail of destruction in southeastern
Bangladesh as they torched Buddhist
temples and homes near the town of
Ramu. The violence was s%arked bya

photo posted on Facebook that
allegedly insulted Islam.

A 25,000-strong mob chantin
“ Allah Hu Akbar” ( Allah is great
set fire to at least ten Buddhist tem-

ples and dozens of homes throughout
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the town and surrounding
villages after seeing the pic-
ture, of a burned copy of
the Muslim holy book
which was posted on
Facebook. The rioters
blamed the photo on a 25-
year-old local Buddhist,
though it was not immedi-
ately clear if he actually
posted the photo.

Army soldiers, paramili-
tary border guards and
police were deployed, and
the government has banned
all public gatherings in the
troubled areas.

According to eye-witness
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devotee, seeing the
magnitude of the
havoc, cries at the
gate of a burned
down temple.

In another
destroyed temple, a
shocked child-monk
venerates a Buddha
statue charred by
the fire.

A little girl, led by
her elders, holds a
placard in protest.

the attack was conducted in
a coordinated manner.
Temples and houses were
set on fire using patrol and
gun-powder

Buddhists make up less
than 1 percent of Muslim-
maf'ority Bangladesh's 150
million people.

The Bangladesh violence
follows protests that erupt-
ed in Muslim countries
over the past month after a
film titled “ Innocence of
Muslims,” produced by a
U.S. citizen denigrated the
Prophet Muhammad by
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portraying him as a fraud, womaniz-
er and child molester.
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