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Harrow UK

Last Word &
Farewell !

After 16 years of publication as a
monthly newspaper, Lanka Viththi
has decided to stop publishing it fur-
ther. This issue will be our last.

This decision was a complicated
and often heartbreaking one to make.
We have always taken our role in Sri
Lankan community very seriously.
We are proud of the way we have han-
dled matters pertinent to our mother-
land, specially during those crucial
times in which that land suffered
unimaginable terror and hard-ship.
We did not lose our grip until we saw
the end of that wretched war and we
rejoiced when peace and tranquillity
returned to our people.

When the News Fax printers in
Dagenham, Essex, in which we did
our paper, recently closed down all of
a sudden, leaving us and many other
local newspaper publishers in the
lurch, Lanka Viththi suffered the
worst being unable to find a new
printer from London. That was the
turning point and that made me think
ahead in the direction of the future
and the fate of the print media of
tomorrow. Then I thought; this is the
time to go. When the going is still
good, I must take the exit. Not after
when people looked other way when
they got fed up of reading papers. This
idea dawn on me suddenly while I
was browsing the web pages looking
for printers. Finally I drew the line
that this is it and this is the last paper
of Lanka Viththi.

This decision is mine, and mine
alone. Only three people know about
this so far. They tried to persuade me
to do the reverse but after listening to
my explaining, they kept quiet.

When this paper is out tomorrow, I
can imagine how our readers would
gasp in dismay. How they would feel
I do not know. Not that I do not care
about it, but would they know it was
the most difficult decision I had to
make. [ am sorry, if I did it that way.

I will miss all Lanka Viththi read-
ers, here there and everywhere. You
have been a part of my life, part of my
family and for 16 years Lanka Viththi
had been yours visiting you the 10th
of every month. Thank you for your
support. I will miss you more than
words can express. Goodbye!

¢ Daya Ananda Ranasinghe
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