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The Sacred Tooth Relic in Dalada Maligawa

King Kithsiri Mevan received the Tooth Relic and venerated it.
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Kandy with its salubrious
climes and the fascinating
scenery is a beautiful city,
unique and unmatched.

It was the capital of the
Singhalese Kings from
1592 to 1815 when they
reigned supreme, fortified
by the terrain of the moun-
tains and the difficult
approach. The Temple of
the Sacred Tooth Relic,
popularly known as the Sri
Dalda Maligawa is located
in this beautiful city and
was built within the royal
palace complex itself which
housed the Buddha's only
surviving Tooth Relic, the
hallowed object of venera-
tion for the Buddhists the
world over. It is needless to
speak much about this city,
but suffice to mention that it
is a world heritage site
declared by UNESCO.

This Sacred Relic has a long and
unbroken history spanning over two
and half millennia. When Buddha
passed away, His body was cremated
in a sandal wood pyre at Kusinara in
India and His left canine tooth was
retrieved from the funeral pyre by
Arahat Khema who handed it over to
King Brahmadatte for veneration.

Ever since then it became a royal pos-
session and there grew up a belief that
whoever who possessed the Sacred
Tooth Relic had a divine right to rule
the country. Thus there were wars to
take possession of the Relic and final-
ly when it was in the possession of
King Guhasiva of Kalinga, fearing that
his enemies would snatch it, he secret-
ly sent the Sacred Tooth Relic to Sri
Lanka through his daughter Princess
Hemamali and her  husband
Danthakumara. Hemamali hid the
sacred tooth within the coiffure to
avoid the attention of passersby.

The ruler of Sri Lanka at the time
was King Kithsirimevan. The king
received Buddha’s Relic with great
respect and highest reverence and the
tradition has continued through out
centuries to the present day.
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For more information and reservation please call Anuradha, Sadeesh or Ned on

020 8748 3535
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i We give you more

than just a hand
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020 8886 4488

Head Office: 125-121 Bramley Road, 0akwood, London, N14 4UT
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