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Who smoked the first cigarette?
800 Bad0Q0 @ied »c?

The Aztecs smoked a hollow reed or cane tube stuffed with
tobacco. Other natives in Mexico and parts of South America
crushed tobacco leaves and rolled the shreds in maize husk. But
it was the cigar, rather than the prototype of the cigarette, that the
Spanish invaders brought from Mexico to Spain as a luxury for
the wealthy.

Early in the 16th century beggars in Seville began to pick
up discarded cigar butts and roll them in scraps of papers for
smoking, thus improvising the first cigarette. By the 18th centu-
ry they acquired respectability and their use spread to Italy,
Portugal and later to France. During the Napoleon wars, French
and British troops became familiar with them. The French
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named them cigarettes.
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Our Web - www.boc.lk
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