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The resplendent pageant
of the resplendent island
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Possible outcome of the pageant: the rainmaker
BEOEDE HescmO® DBDEED 8 @&36&)56

In 1829, on the advice of the
Kandyan chiefs, Kandy Esala
Perahera pageant was held by
British colonial governor Sir
Edward Barnes to end the severe
drought in the island. The pageant
resulted in heavy downpour. The
flood water spilled over the Kandy
Lake & submerged the low-lying
areas, making the roads impassa-
ble. In the "Dalada Sirita", a
Sinhalese treatise on the Tooth
Relic, it is said: "When there is no
rain, make offerings to the Tooth
Relic in this manner"

Origin of the ancient pageant
The Sinhalese chronicles suggest
the annual pageant was held in the
3rd century BC in the hills as a
rainmaking event: pay tribute for
the harvest & prey to the gods for
rain in time for the next crop.
However the general belief is that
the pageant commenced with the
arrival of the Sacred Tooth Relic in
Sri Lanka in the fourth century AD,
during the reign of King Kirti Sri
Meghawanna (304-331 AD). When
King Guhasiva of Kalinga (Orissa)
faced defeat, the Tooth Relic was
hidden in his daughter Hemamala's
hair & she was spirited away to
Lanka. She was accompanied by
Prince Dhanta. The arrival of Holy
Tooth Relic with the Orissan
princess caused a sensation in the
populace & the king rising to the
occasion decreed that the relic be
carried in procession through the
city once a year. Prince Dhanta &
Princess Hemamala settled down at
Keerawella (Manikkadawara) an
important ancient city of Lanka. It
seems pre Buddhist tradition of
rainmaking festival merged with
the newly created procession of
Buddhist Lanka. The Tooth Relic
becoming palladium of regal
authority, the pageant quickly
developed into the most prominent
religious event. The famous
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim traveler
Fa Hsien, visiting Anuradhapura in
399 AD, described the splendid
festival, with processions of jewel-
encrusted elephants.

1829 2 &e-200 b 8
Bunws 509, @00 e 65E
88 owod oweme Boce Sol
Beds. Imc @88 @eBLm0wd
85 38 920D e Y OwHOS

Sce HBT @nO ¢z¥n 8Oed

D00 00 ¢® BY O»mdo
e 00 ¢(TImons Ownsiess
D8 DAB®D), & 3000w OBsI
S O5n0 ewin HeO® 0800
@B0m 8. ¥ B ymoo aoei)
2000w ¢Eco Owziess @E®ensS
800 00O ee30w0 5 O5Dcw.
6250623 cDEIODSO DBHHO
=Oseonlenis. § 08200 gm0 ¢8m
ee® 99 ¢l @3 OO OP® K%
8006 om0 § 0 BeB. OO
®0e3® g @BB By @ving
Oes0m 00 ¢€eo  e0m0
BOBOTHO BereBsI0 ) ¢o¥®.
200w BuRe8E Oc tewss-
Oz¥es’ § & 3 O Buwdeds 8O wzie
COOO emeces Oc Opedes @m0 Opedes
Ocrmm @¢8wsl0 ey Omews’
300 O PO,
e S50 ¢/ ¢&eo

@00 400@vYed wEH Ced OH
»E QB8O Y »® Codsw ©nd;

Cedml o 0cen SO0 §o0mwd S&hes
5O G0 wnd B8 ¢80 KE-m0D
Y 00 R08. dw OB evm @Ied
(Bl 0, ©w» @@ OBeE.
eONERI ¢ DId »O® emIetded
2B30DIEOD B, IE OO 4 O»
Bwdets @m0 f mee BER &
Du0den OEn®is. ¢m  Qonsd
Owsieed aBme g 885 ddon
C&n® Sw BE »OLOD z3e3258
00 8@ esdy; OBz D168mO
w0 23¢xgd 3 O8e gn O He®
wegw. Odes  Owdm el d
G060 Pew®ed OposBen  ©®o
¢E¢oE0m 0 A0 38e. deed® ¢
80 ¢oimnd Bowe Codsed B8®
500  crevemenle So. 9§83
253, Q00 3EROTHO B ende
CEGID ) Wl L0 WILw ¢
Boy B3 8OO .

% 20 @K A& rxecd) ¥

SBemisemecnss

D)) Bma DIDHBER) - QMO AEW:
5 OLHOBED VeP - QoY) HOH aFDm:

oBOG : gm0 @ed wedsy I8 § 50Ky coons
@edens 62060. @O w0 8wy &Y 0>
G¢ @opIEecssy @y @endn D00 ;80

0 @O8uried Y® wdnm eds OERd »® ¢ FnBis.
2601020 m@z¥ed@ DO0® w@unm ¢l € ©@o8em-
5 @ 6® ¢l @8w BPITAMD w0 BHE AEOGS.
dw Omes DO el o0 ©00 5® wsd
6220NHEOY 30006€he & DEOIOS.
e¢@8us’ B8 n® ¢¢0050 B wIced ¢z-
07 EATIBNY @9¢0w, €D, (O ewemmn OO
edeens 1 dmOdens Hes® ¢SOz Bm I Doz
8 00800085 @y ©®8wd O;0wn wwss Ho-
08wz’ OO 1550 O 38 ¢HY. 95 ¢z’ VIO Bw
205 239¢ B0 6¢@8us Bn® ¢ ¥ns OREO-
5 90 B»E @nd 8055, I »® ¢G5O @i 8edid
323008 mlocnsd Dmens 6200 @88 Bmmd® B53cd
Q@80 988 25 cnd® zloces 800 mROG.
6RO mered ey’ §I0wed ¢Ge0n ©Dmed
cB5 BOGRTO By ewd v QO DO eew
036’ oym. & 360 E@ie ®sBwIdwns 6c@iBwss »E
@0 Bed. O»® ®O ewd 8w S8 09 ¢GOS
3OBIEEns 60O N eeds’ B8 @10ed B0
P98, B8 o000 @@ OS0uss  889904.
OeOB® gdrInmed © BEH ®isEIdend HaenmOdRa.
Oetd 620950 00 Bwo eIm0® qen »eh (BT Gn
005 @23 ¢GOTO B O@S ©z06d.
6¢@08us’ &0 On uW8x ¢G5O BOE Qo
D00 e O ¢ w® BB IO EID
e, ¢0OT @B ¢@8us 90808 <5050
28008 ege @80 @gn «. ORwog @ moced
eend 80 c@8sied 83n ammdens SO Oz 8.
G003 Beddeews’ emcd® »® oc@8um emmOans
BBOO Rwm D%ewsI® e e®z532500.
e¢@08es Onss sz BB, Osozis, HmO
3RS B0 OB 8 erzvews f m» 6ZIZD
e ¢00% geledd ® w8 ¢GOS 923 DemIBLO
RO @00 @pwITY DO BESDE @. . D ecy
83000 »® w@Omerd 88 £0. wm VOO and
@ omemm® gm0 cBes 200 el »® JDoBz
OEed 83w wgn «.

g¢ »06¢sN® 2068 o WOBes D dnc Ed» «.
Seddsewsl POBS COORD dw e0g ©. 2YS I Hen®
260108 @ 6RO OO 9 BE. FEOWI B
BwoD =gy e O O0E ¢de? ¢5O0F 0500
Bw80 ¢OPBO el w@EO g ©00% »OBIO
BEeed® B 6m0B8. 0 end 953 Swog 600~
= »OSO ¢B8 O Hesd.

0TI w05’ Bwd 8B8ews ¢OOTE @m0
50030 ©@beld BOOw @rn ©. ©®8e ©0Ies
O0woem wn ©. Sedsews’ nds’ ¢y, BT &
5020886 grs. 6®¢ DO 6L B0 emn P=I®
€53 6230800 &850 WOBTIDT DE0D N OB, gessiyCre
et8Omw6 emenned 8506n €m0 RS,

®Fw ¢OOT o ecODBws’ O e eBEOS S
@0 eed® ¢GO3¢ YIBVBO FeoRBe®m »n® &8 me
2OB0E ©w@0Bwde RIS 6EHO wwEmCeOn ¢@r ©.

¢ OI1BDG 250D - S
&2 ddRc Deeedid @
@IS 6IERD O
London Buddhist Viharaya
The Avenue
London W4 1UD UK

NORMA & Co
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2 Queens Parade
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Tel. 020 8348 7772/ 07717173414

Any type of Visa Applications
Car Accidents
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100/6 Rosemead Place
Colombo 7
Tel. 2672432 / 0777686632
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