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With lumbering, padded steps,
Richly embellished in gem-emblazoned satin,
Long line of tuskers join Lord Buddha's devotees.
From the Dalada Maligawa, nobles, and safron-robed bhikkus
Follow in reverent line.
Acrobats swiftly rotates their wheels of fire, (wheels of life),
Drummers beat intricate tattoos for ankle-belled dancers

costumed in silver,
On enthralled faces multi-coloured torches shed incandescent glows,
Whips crack the air, a hundred whistles shrill ----
A festival for beggar and king alike.
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I fix my joyful thoughts on a crystal of priceless worth,
. Lord Gauthama's.
+ Denis Jansz - London NW 8
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