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THE SPECIAL ONE: Murali holds aloft the ball that fetched him the
record at the Asgiriya Stadium in Kandy

Murali's possible permanent record

By Stephen Brenkley
What, it may be asked as the years pass, have Mluleki Nkala, Martin van
Jaarsveld and Paul Collingwood in common as Test cricketers ? Put another
way, did you hear the one about the Zimbabwean, the South African and the
Englishman?

The answer is that each of them was the victim of Muttiah Muralitharan
as he broke the world record for the number of Test wickets taken by one
bowler. Nkala was the first when Muralitharan caught and bowled him at
Harare in May 2004 to go past the figure of 519 wickets, which had been set
by the West Indian fast bowler, Courtney Walsh.

Van Jaarsveld was the second at Galle that August after Shane Warne had
levelled affairs at 527 wickets each. Warne was to take the record outright in
October of the same year at Chennai, moving the total to 532. He stayed ahead
until yesterday at Kandy when Collingwood became the third batsmen to allow
Murali to hold the record alone.

It will stand for years and years. Warne is retired, the man in third place
on the list on 573 wickets, Anil Kumble is, at 37, two years older than Murali.
The nearest of the other bowlers still playing is Muralitharan's compatriot,
Chaminda Vaas on 322.

After the scenes of celebration yesterday it was being suggested that
someone like Monty Panesar, the English left-arm spinner might have a
chance. Panesar is 25 and has 76 wickets. By that time Murali has some 60
more. The legendary Sydney Barnes of England held the record with 189
wickets for 23 years between 1913 and 1936. Murali's eventual figure, what-
ever it is, may last as long.

gO®c®E3 Obituary

DIDIGIDIO HHIEAD OHDD)

Mr Nanayakkara Gunawardena

eamed Harlsden & 8¢
OF. @m,MOBLD PB»d
aeNOHIEH 8@, ¢O6S DOGD)
2007 ece®25 13 0B
Co cd@d 2.450
RFBOMEd e@ICROS 3
NOHMEN0eSE Eceted. 8Bcd
; BOHBNEE 60 HedeHn
20991608 BEHHBSO !
MOV HTHO
508 @O aBcddE ony)!
6o 68 v9e@ Bud 6cem
HOes-
12 Brownlow Road
London NW10 9QL
0208 961 6307




