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mqreoaog flrk 
ksoyia ieureu`
bx.%Sis wêrdcHjdoSka ,xldj hg;alrf.k
isg jir 133 lg miq w;yersfha 1948
oSh' ta jif¾ fmnrjdrs 4 fjks osk uq,au
Y%S,xldfõ ksoyia Wf<, fld<U fgdrska-
gka p;=rY%fha meje;aúK' ta i|yd cd;sl
.Shlao wdkkao iurfldaka úh;dfKda ks¾-
udKh l<y' tu .Sh uq,ajrg .ehqfKa
todh' Bg l,ska ,xldfõ meie,aj, o rdcH
W;aij wdosfha o .dhkd lrk ,oafoa ‘God
save our gracious king’ kue;s bx.%Sis cd;sl
.Shhs' th bj;aj ‘wm  Y%S,xld  kfuda  kfuda
ud;d’ kï úfYaI cd;sl .Sh tod wm rgg
tl;= úh' tu W;aijfhka miq fgdrsxgka
p;=rY%h ksoyia p;=rY%h hk kdufhka o
ye|skafjkakg mgka.;af;a h' 

tod isg iEu jirlu fmnrjdrs 4 fjks
osk fjkajqfKa wm rfÜ ksoyia W;aijh
ieurSu i|ydh' th fld<U muKla fkdj
.d,a," ud;r" l¿;r" wkqrdOmqrh" uykqjr"
nÿ,a, we;=¿ k.r rdYshl mj;ajd we;'
fujr 63  jk ksoyia W;aijh mej;sfha
l;r.u mQcd k.rfha h' 

,xldj md,kh l< iqÿ wêrdcHjdoSka
,xldj wmg wdmiq ndroS .sh nj ienE uq;a
,xldjg ;ju Tjqkaf.a .%yKfhka fífrka
kg nersj we;s njla meyeos,sju fmfkhs'
th nerslu o" Wjukd ke;slu o fyda ta
folu o fyda úh yelsh' .; jQ wjqreÿ
63 ;=< wjYH kï ieneúkau wm fndfyda
fokd yeuodu;a oekq;a l;dlrk Y%S,xld
fõ ke;sù .sh iNH;ajh" ixialD;sh wfma
Wreuh" Th wdoS kïj,ska ye|skafjk wm
rgg wdfõKsl wkkHjQ foa h<s f.dvk.d
.kakg yelslu fkd;snqfKao@ tfy;a wo
Y%S,xldj ;=< fnfyúka olakg we;af;a ta
rfÜ nyq;r ckkhd k.rno muKla
fkdj .ïno mjd ;ju;a ì%;dkHhg .e;s
lula olajkakg ;sfnk wdYdjhs' 

isxy< idmamq yd f;aj;=r lvj,a j,
^wE; msáir .ïj,;a & oekaùï mqjre ,shd
we;af;a isxy<;a bx.%Sis;a foniska u h' ta
lfâg tkafka ta .fï isxy< ñksiqka muK
h' tlo msg/áfhla ta wy< .ï y;l
j;a ke;' tfy;a lfâ ku bx.srsisfhks' 

rdcH ixia:dj,a ;=<o l%shd;aul jkafka
fï ;=mamys l%uhhs' rfÜ nyq;rhlf.a
nig .re fkdlr ,xldfõ rdcH wdh;k
bx.%Sish lrmskakjdf.k isá;s' ,xld rEm-
jdysksfha isxy< idlÉPd jev igykaj,g
fhdod we;s úldr kï .ek is;k úg fï
;;ajh jvd;a meyeos,sfjhs' ix.S; Ys,amSka
iu. i;s m;d flfrk tla isxy< jev
igykl ku peÜ  wekaâ  rsoï h' rd;%s
isxy< m%jD;a;s ksõia  khsÜh' .dhl.dhsld
jka fõosldjg kxjd lrk tla rEmjdyskS
jev igykl ku Y%S,kalka  ,hsfma h' fï
ish¿u fohska fmfkkafka ksoyi ,nd we;s
njla fkdfõ' Y%S ,xldj ;ju;a tod isá
ksjg ;;ajfhau fkdfi,a ù isák njhs'   

❈ kj iyY%hg Ou_dkqYdikd ❈

ysf;dmfoaYfhka

O¾ud¾:x hiH úf;kyd - jrx ;iH ksrSy;d
m%CId,kdoaê mxliH - ÿrdoiam¾Ykx jrï

wrA:h : hful=f.a Ok wdYdfjda iqprs; oyï msKsi
fõo Tyqf.a wdYd rys; nj W;=ï fõ' ta tfia uehs'
uv fiaoSug jvd ÿr isgu iam¾Y lsrSu W;=ï fõ'

fndfyda fokdg Okh yd fjk;a f,!lsl iem
iïm;a fidhd fjfyiùu yd fkdmk;alï lsrSu
wreuhla fkdjkafka ;Kaydfjka uqim;ajQjkaf.a
idudkH iajNdjh th ksihs' ;Kaydj ksidu ñksid
wo fkdlrk fohla ke;' ta ksidu n,a,ka urd fyda
i,a,s yïnlsrSfï kHdh wm iudchg w¿;ska tl;=ù
we;' fndrelSu" fidrlu" jxpdj" lmálu" ¥IKh"
uxfld,a,lEu" ñkS uerSu wdoS oyil=;a foa uqo,a
wOd¾ñlj bmhSu flakaølr.ks ñka ñksid úiska
lrkq ,nk kmqre l%shdjka h'

f,dfNk nqoaêx p,;s hk lshukg wkqj f,dNh
uqyql=rd .shúg ñksidf.a nqoaêh ySk ;;ajhg fyj;a
my;a ;;ajhg m;afõ' nqoaêu;aj ys;d u;d lghq;=
lsrSfï uxfm;a oeä wdYdj ksidu weysrShhs' tjekakd
uq<djQjl= f,i wlghq;= lsrSfuka iudcfha ms<sl=,g
n÷ka fõ' iudcfhka .eryqï yd wjuka ,nhs' 

f,daNh jfrl .skakgo" ;j;a jfrl uy iuqÿr-
go Wmudfldg we;' .skakg ´kEu bkaOkhla oy
kh lsrSfï yelshdj ;sfí' flduK foa .skakg oeuq
jo ish,a, ojd mq¿iaid ouhs' uyd id.rho tfuks'
uyd iuqøhg fldmuK c,h .,d wdj;a tys we;sù
ula ;Dma;shla fyj;a W;=rd msgdr .e,Sula ke;'
f,daNfha iajNdjho thhs' fld;rï ñ,uqo,a iemiï
m;a ,enqK;a we;sùula ke;' ;j ;j;a n,dfmdfrd;a
;=ùu jv jvd;a wdYdlsrSu tys iajNdjhhs' 

fï moHfhka úia;r lrkafka hfula mska oyï lsrSu
i|yd" Y=NidOk lghq;= i|yd fyda wkqkag Woõ
Wmldr lsrSu i|yd fyda hï ;rula Wmhkafka kï
tys lsisÿ jrola ke;s njhs' tu bmhSu W;=ï njhs'
fya;=j tu bmhSu Ok ;Kaydfjka /ialsrSula fyda
uiqrelñka /ialsrSula fyda fkdjk neúks' Tyqf.a
mrud¾:h ;udf.a yd wkawhf.a hym; msKsi tajd
úhmeyeoï lsrSuhs' tn÷ Wodr is;sú,s j,ska fmdfyd
i;a ñksid fldaám;shkag jvd W;=ï mqoa.,fhls'

Od¾ñlj bmhSu" Wmhk foh wkqkag ydkshla
fkdjk f,i ksis f,i rsisfia mrsfNdackh lsrSu"
ohdkaú;j wkqkaf.a iqLúyrKh i|yd ;rula fyda
mrs;Hd. lsrSu oeyeñj cSj;aùu bmhSfï W;=ï
m%;s,dNhkah' tfia fkdue;sj ;Kaydêlj iïm;a
talrdYs fldg uiqfrl= fuka ;ukq;a mrsyrKh
fkdfldg wkqkag;a fkdoS lghq;=lsrSu yrshg ;u
wd;auh ls<sá lr .ekSuls'

fuu ldjHfhys i|yka wdldrhg yrshg th uv
kd.ekSuls' uv .df.k tajd fidaod msrsisÿ lr
.ekau i|yd fjfyi uykais fjkjdg jvd l,a
we;sju uvj, iajNdjh oekf.k tajd iam¾Y
fkdlsrSu fyj;a uv fkd.d .ekSu b;d nqoaêu;a
l%shdjhs'
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The Lotus -a Buddhist Flower

The Lotus is one of
the longest cultivat-
ed and most loved
flowers in all the
Orient; a water
plant native to Asia,
it holds an age-old
position in all cul-
tures especially
Buddhism.

Known to sci-
ence by the Latin
name " Nelumbo
Nucifera Gaertn"
and belonging to
the Nymphaeaceae
family, it is found
throughout Asia in

by  R. O. Smith

lakes and pools, its graceful
shapes and lovely colours adding
to the enjoyment of the scene.

Its shapely petals, stamens and
seed box form a brilliantly
coloured flower all supported by
a long stem which often curves
up and rises gracefully above the
surface of the water; its leaves,
which can be so green and
translucent when in the sunlight
form a setting, a feast for the
eyes.  Its seed box with its flat
top, is a boon for the artist and
craftsman to exercise his imagi-
nation and flair.  

The Lotus is used in Buddhist
art and decoration and Buddhas
are represented as meditating, sit-
ting on a base decorated by its
shapely petals. Buddhist monas-
teries and other buildings often
have this as an interesting motif
lending an attractive decoration.

A simile of the Lotus (or
Pandarika), from the Anguttara
Nikaya of the Buddhist scriptures
illustrates the attitude one should
adopt towards the world as ' like
the lotus flower springs up in the
muddy water, grows in it, and,
rising above it so one who has
spewed out greed and hatred,
though born in the world and
remaining in it, yet manages to be
unsullied by the world.'

The Lotus is believed to have
originated in tropical India, and
spread as far as China where its
seeds have been found in a seven
thousand -year-old Neolithic site
in Yaoxian, Zhejiang province.

It is in China where its beauty
can be seen at its best, often
accompanying the most exquisite
and colourful galleries and pago-
das.  Here, arranged and screened
by carefully positioned rocks and
trees, it all makes a truly beautiful
scene for the beholder.

In China, the name Lian is

often part of a girl’s name and it
shows the importance the Lotus has
in Chinese life.  

The Lotus image is important
for Buddhist art and its name was
chosen for the Bailian, or White
Lotus sect - a Chinese religious order
popular during the Song and Yuan
Dynasties.

In Thailand the ' Loy Krathong'
ceremony is where the water spirits
are thanked after the harvest by mak-
ing a float decorated with lotus
petals and with an incense stick and
a lighted candle.  People living near-
by float this out on to rivers and
lakes.  A little money is added as
merit but further downstream small
boys catch them and take the money.
Water spirits were worshipped in the
Khemer Kingdom and this ceremony
happens in China too!

The plant has use as a food; the
roots can be eaten raw or cooked.
They also provide lotus root starch.
The roots are boiled and mixed with
sugar to make an easily digested
food for children and invalids.  The
seed embryos are well known as a
tranquilliser used to strengthen heart
action and reduce blood pressure.
The seed itself is both a tonic medi-
cine and a gourmet food used in the
making of choice pastries, desserts
and soups. 

The Lotus needs long summers
as they flower best in temperatures
between 23 and 30 degrees centi-
grade.  Europe is a little too cool for
Lotus cultivation.

Many varieties have now been
developed, white, pink, lavender,
even some that start as bright rose
then turn to pink, there are single
flowers, double flowers and even a
seedless variety which has two thou-
sand petals to each flower!  The sta-
mens and pistils have become entire-
ly petalized to give a mass of colour.

The Lotus, a symbol of purity and
beauty.

nqÿ oyfï iy fn!oaO idys;Hfha fk¿ï u,g we;af;a iqúfYaI ia:dkhls'
nqoafOda;am;a;sfha isÿy;a l=ure fk¿ï u,a u;ska .ukalsrSfï isg lsj fkdyels
;rï jdr .Kkla fk¿ï u, ms<sn|j nqoaO prs;fha yd fn!oaO idys;Hfha ,sheù
we;' fmros. ixialD;sfha wka ish¿u u,aj¾. w;=rska fk¿ï u, m%uqLh' fmr os.
is;=jï l,dfõ fndfyda ;kays fk¿ï u, úúOdldrfhka ksrEmKhlr ;sfí'
fk¿ï ks¾u,;ajh msrsisÿ nj ixfla;j;a lrkakls' moau hkq fndfyda úg fk¿u
y÷qkajd we;s jpkhhs' fn!oaO l;djkays tk moaudj;S prs;h fyj;a fk¿ï
uf,ka Wmkal=ursh .ek f.;S we;s l;d iy ldjHhka fndfyda ;sfí' m%:u
isxy< ldjHh f,i .efKk" wdixL cd;lh weiqfrka ,sheù we;s" wila od lj
f.;S we;af;a fk¿ñka Wmka l=udrsldjla miqìï lrf.k h' 

nqoaO foaYkdfõ fuf,dj wm cSj;aúh hq;= wdldrh úia;r lr we;af;ao fk¿ï
u,la Wmudjg .ekSfuks' fï wm cSj;ajk f,dalh ÿla lïlfgd¿ wdmod úm;a;s
jHik yd ÿIaprs;fhka msrefKa fjhs' tfy;a wmg tys cSj;ajkakg isÿj we;'
ufvys Wmkak;a bka Wvgu weoS weú;a iqj| úysok msÿï ,nk fk¿ï u,la fia
ñksia j¾.hdg o ta crdfjka Wvg u;=ù hym;a cSú;hla .;lrkakg yelsh'   

nqÿ oyu yd ne÷Kq fk¿ï u,


