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International Students &
Points Based System

By Colvin L. De Silva

United Kingdom Border Agency is the
executive agency controlling the borders of
the country and regulates immigration. In
2008, it introduced the Australian style
Points Based System in order to streamline
and regulate immigration policies and pro-
cedure rules.

When the present coalition government
came into power it said that the country
needed a stricter and a fairer system of
immigration and adopted a policy of cutting
back on international students. Tighter visa
regulations meant fewer students from non-
EU countries. It must be said that the inter-
national students brought in a massive £2.6
billion into the country by way of tuition
fees and around £8.2 billion worth of over-
all business into much affected economy.

Under the 5 Tier points based system,
you need to pass a points based assessment
and international students from non-EU
countries come under Tier 4. These stu-
dents need to contact regulated educational
establishments and obtain a certificate of
sponsor ship, which gives them a score of
30 points. Another 10 points has to be
obtained by showing evidence of the avail-
ability of maintenance funds. Proficiency
in the English Language is an essential
requirement to study in the UK and to get
through the visa application process. The
British Council in your country of origin
will provide accurate information to help
international students to prepare for study in
the UK. It should be your first port of call.

Those who come under the scheme need
to understand the rules and regulations very
carefully to make sure that you do not get
into traps. By enrolling to follow short
courses do not allow you to bring your fam-
ilies to the UK. One has to be registered
with a Higher Educational institution in
order to bring your family to the UK.
Working 20 hours per week is allowed if
you are registered on a degree level (or
higher) course otherwise restrictions apply.

( Colvin L De Silva is an accredited
immigration Advisor in the UK
Colvindesilva 121 @ gmail.com

(Mob: 07956 502019 )
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