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As the Sinhala
article explained
here, about ten
days ago India’s
National Security
advisor Shiv
Shankar Menon
made a sudden
hush hush trip to
Sri Lanka, one
Friday evening for
two days as report-
ed by our newspa-
pers.  Menon, as
some might be
able to recollect
was Indian High
commissioner in

SRl How the cat came out of the ba

time ago. Now he

is the National Security advisor in India
- a post of Cabinet rank.

He met the Prsident over breakfast
next morning and with Gothabaya
Rajapaksa. the defence Secretary.

Almost at the end of his his conver-
sation with the President, Menon also
appraised him of the compulsions the
Govt. in New Delhi is facing from polit-
ical parties in the Southern State of
Tamil Nadu. Already the D.M.K. leader
Karunanidhi is giving leadership to a
Tamil Eelam Supporters Conference
(TESC) to be held in Vallipuram in
August with Karunanidhi as chairman
of the conference. His son Stalin who is
the treasurer of the DMKis the head of
the reception committee consisting of
prominant Eelaam activists, lawyers and
politicians etc. They want to hold it on
the lines of the last one held in Madurai
in 1986.

Besides inviting national leaders, they
propose to invite international leaders
supporting the Eelaam cause. It is
doubtful whether India would tolerate
international leaders coming and talking

g

on the Eelaam cause in Indian soil. As we
know from its history, the cry of Eelaam
from India's southern states would imply a
cry for separatism of Southern States too.
That is an issue the Centre in India is high-
ly sensitive about.

Of course these Eelaamists would also
make a big hue and cry about the Eelaam
issue in Sri Lanka too. India must be con-
cerned about how far they should tolerate
such a conference on its soil, groups
including international participation using
its soil to promote division in a neighbour-
ing country. These seem to be more urgent
issues which brought Menon to Sri Lanka.

For us the hue and cry for Eelaam is
something we are used to (kammale inna
ballata hena gehuwata gananak nethilu !
As the saying goes that - The dog in the
village smithy is undaunted by sounds of
lightening ) But for India a new cry for
Eelaam in their South would have many
repercussions for their new international
role and status. That is why they must be
more jittery.

¢ Sanjaya W.

Lord Macaulay (Thomas Babington
Macaulay) British poet, historian
and politician. 1800 -1859
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