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Ruwanweli Maha Seya

The Ruwanweli Maha Seya, a stupa in
Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka, is considered
a marvel for its architectural qualities
and sacred to many Buddhists all over
the world. It was built in the 2nd cent
ury B.C by the Sinhala hero-Kin
Dutugemunu, who became lord of a
Sri Lanka after a war in which the
Chola King Elara, was defeated. It is
also known as Mahathupa, Swarnamali
Chaitya and Rathnamali Dagaba.

The stupa is also one of the
Solosmasthana (the 16 places of vener-
ation) and the Atamasthana (the 8
places of veneration in the ancient
sacred city of Anuradhapura). The
stupa is one of the world’s tallest mon-
uments, standing at 300 ft (92 m) and
with a circumference of 950 ft (292 m).

Every monastery has a dagoba.
Ruvanveliseya is the dagoba of Maha
Viharaya. The architect ingeniously
combined the Buddhist philosophy in
the architectural conception. He con-
ceived this as a bubble of milk: repre-
sentin% life, which will burst in no time
just like the fragility of our lives. Its
dome represents the vastness of the
doctrine; the four facets of the box on
top represents the four noble truths. The
concentric rings there after indicate the
noble eightfold path that leads man to
illumination. The illumination: the
whole truth is light and transparent like
the rock crystal at the pinnacle.
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On Poson Day the sky beaming with full-moon light
== Purifies inner thoughts, lifting them to sublime height
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