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The Origin of the Alphabet ? mCIOR S

Writing is much older than we think. Ancient people drew pic-
tures to stand for the sounds which they used in speaking one
to another. Men of the Stone Age scratched writing on bones
of the animals they had eaten and on the walls of their caves.
The Egyptians wrote first on stone and then on papyrus made
of reeds that grew on the banks of the Nile. The Assyrians
scratched their cuneiform (wedge-shaped) writing on clay
tablets and cylinders. Gradually animal skins, wax tablets,
wood, bark and finally the paper were used. The Latin word
'paper’' comes from the word 'papyrus'.
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No 1, Devonshire Square, London EC2M 4WD

Phone : 020 7377 1888 Fax: 020 7377 5430
e-mail : bankofceylon.uk@btclick.com
Our Web - www.boc.lk
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You can spend hours in-front of this statue. It's difficult to imagine
1| the skill of the artist, converting a giant rock into a magnificent art-
work,1000 years ago. There was no room for error. You can really
feel your insignificance in front of the statue. I saw these foreign-
ers crying, some hugging the statue. Perhaps they belong to a
strange religion or they may even be Buddhists. There were around
fifteen of them gazing at the statue. I thought of asking what was
that crying all about, but changed my mind. They were all in some
form of meditative state, I understood.
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