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Crystal Palace Football Academy selects
Nayana Dissanayaka
as The Outstanding Player of the Year
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Young Nayana Dissanayaka has been recently selected as
The Outstanding Player of the Year by the famous
Crystal Palace Football Academy in Crodon, Surrey, UK.
He is 9 years old, and studies in the 5th year class in
Gonville School in Thornton Heath, Surrey.

Every year the Academy selects 10 students from each
Surrey school and offer them special traing and coaching on
football skills for 8 weeks. End of the session, the academy
selects two best players, one male and a female. In a foot-
ball star-studded gala night, the academy presents the Best
Player of the Year award. This time, the outstanding player
of the year award was won by Nayana Dissanayaka.

Nayana is well loved by all his schoolmates and teach-
ers alike and they think he is an asset to the school. The
classmates fondly call him Malli as his elder brother Nalin
who studies in the same school calls him Malli. (the Sinhala
term for younger brother)

Nayana has also been nominated as the gifted sportsman
of the school for 3 consecutive years. He plays cricket and
represents his school against local school teams. Every time
he plays, his colleagues cheer and shout " Come on
Malli....Come on Sri Lanka..." knowing he is from
Srilankan origin. He is also a member of Hackbridge karate
club and 4 belts behind to collect his black belt.

Nayana attends Dhamma School in Thames Buddhist
Viharaya and often takes part in Sri Lankan cultural activi-
ties. He can speak, read and write good Sinhala taught by his
parents. His younger sister is Irushadee.

Nayana's parents - Kumara and Hishani Dissanayaka
who have been residing in Croydon for many years are real-
ly proud of their children whom they could bring up accord-
ing to Sinhala traditions. They say it would not be a big deal
for any Sinhala family to do so, if they wanted to.

We wish young Nayana Dissanayaka all success in his
future ventures ! It is really a joy to know that we have such
talented and well-behaved children in our Sri Lankan com-
munity in the UK. Jaya Veva! - Lanka Viththi
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