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Diamond Jubilee
celebration

The River Thames became a royal high-
way Sunday, the June 3rd, as Queen
Elizabeth II led a motley but majestic
flotilla of more than 1,000 vessels in a
waterborne pageant to mark her Diamond
Jubilee. In a colorful salute to Britain’s
maritime past, an armada of skiffs and
sailboats, rowboats and paddle steamers
joined a flower-festooned royal barge
down a 7-mile stretch of London's river.

With a crowd of rain-soaked spectators
estimated by organizers at 1.25 million
cheering from the riverbanks, the pageant
was the largest public event in four days of
celebrations of the monarch's 60 years on
the throne. On Monday, the queen joined
thousands of revelers at an outdoor con-
cert beside Buckingham Palace, headlined
by pop royalty including Paul McCartney
and Elton John.

More than one million people gath-
ered in Central London as the Queen made
her final public appearance of the dia-
mond jubilee celebrations.

Euphoric well-wishers many who
camped out overnight to secure a prime
vantage spot cheered and sang the nation-
al anthem as the monarch appeared on the
balcony of Buckingham Palace.
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At least 2,50,000 people
packed into the Mall to witness
the moment while 40000 peo-
ple were in Hyde Park alone.
Crowds on the Mall were led
up to the gates of the
Buckingham Palace flooding
the whole area with a sea of
flag-waving supporters.

The Queen thanked all say-
ing that she was deeply touched
and extremely humbled by the
public response shown on her
diamond jubilee celebrations.
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