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Lanka Viththi -
an oasis in a vast desert

It is indeed a great honour and a privilege
for me to express my Best wishes and
Congratulation to the 15th anniversary of
the publication of Lanka Viththi newspaper
from London.

To those of us expatriates who were resi-
dent in Britain through our hey days of
youth and the strong fervour of patriotism
through the 1980s and 1990s, Lanka Viththi
was akin to an oasis in the vast desert of
Anglo Saxon nomadic existence. Britain has
been, over the last 40 years, the land of
dreams for some of us, the Sinhela expatri-
ate youth with the adventurous spirit to
attain heights of achievements not available
in our motherland.

Some of us emigrated for further educa-
tion, training and opportunities in to this
wilderness with hardly any idea of the lone-
liness and solitude we may encounter. We
left the tropical paradisiacal island of Sri
Lanka with a rich and varied history to be
proud of, a way of life that was easy to be
felt privileged in global terms, yet we found
ourselves in a vast social desert where fel-
low travelers and kindred spirits of Sinhela
origin were far and few in between. Our new
abode, contrary to our pre-entry presump-
tions was only a nominally multi-cultural
society. We had better material comforts and
easier entry to heights of education, profes-
sionalism and gainful opportunity in Britain
than in our own motherland which was just
raising itself from the powerful clouts of 500
years of European colonialism. In an age
devoid of the World Wide Web, our inner
souls and spirits cried out for news from
Mother Lanka.

It is at this juncture that Daya Ananda
Ranasinghe, a young journalist hailing from
southern Sri Lanka and resident in London
decided to create this journalistic oasis
named Lanka Viththi for the benefit of his
kith and kin who were ever so thirsty not
only for news from our motherland but also
as a platform for depiction of expatriate tal-
ents in Sinhela poetry, short stories, essays
and even grapewine tit bits. Lanka Viththi
offered the platform for literary performanc-
es from children to the aged, men and
women alike. It proudly waved the flags of
varied Sri Lankan services and products of
immeasurable value to our expatriates.

People awaited its publications to relish
the pages of diverse Sri Lankan interests.
The advent of the World Wide Web has not
diminished its worth by an iota. Instead
Lanka Viththi entered the age of e-journal-
ism and flourishes as ever.

Our motherland has been through the
worst over the last few decades and faced all
challenges from external and internal divi-
sive forces. Our truly patriotic Lanka Viththi
readers have won against all odds. The
motto “ Mother & Motherland are nobler
than Heaven !” is that immortal saying of
the creator, Daya Ananda Ranasinghe. Our
Rana Viruwan and our national leaders who
saved our motherland would never need bet-
ter words than that emblazoned on our
national flag to face any challenges to save
our mothers and the land which we all yearn
to worship again and again before we depart
from this earth.

¢ Dr Ivan Amarasinghe
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka
in the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
55B Tran Phu Street
Ba Dinh District

Ha Noi
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
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