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International Women's Day
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World’s first woman Prime Minister, Mrs Sirima Bandaranayake of
Sri Lanka in 1960 - the day she assumed duties as country’s Premier.
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Last year, on the Women’s Day, New
York’s TIME magazine published an arti-
cle depicting number of prominent ladies
who took leadership and centre-stage in
world politics. Among them were:

Indira Gandhi - India, Margaret Thatcher
- UK, Sirima Bandara naike - Sri Lanka,
Benazir Bhutto - Pakistan, Corazon
Aqu ino - Philippines, Angela Merkel
Germany, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf -
Liberia and Golda Meir of Israel.

This is what the TIME magazine had
written about Sri Lanka’s Mrs
Bandaranaike:

“ The World First Lady prime minister,
Fifty years ago Shirimavo Bandaranaike
became the first woman in the foreseeable
history - the head of government. Her vic-
tory is so overwhelmed by all that no one
knew how to correctly call. “ We need to
invent a new word - wrote the London
Evening News the next day after
Shirimavo elected Prime Minister of
Ceylon (then called Sri Lanka). “ What’s
her name ? Shrima, meaning Regent ?

Mrs Bandaranaike led the party after
the death of her husband, who was slain
by a Buddhist monk in 1959. After win-
ning her party in 1960, she took the reins
in his hands and rules until 1965. After
that she became prime minister twice -
from 1970 to 1977 and from 1994 to 2000.
Her daughter was the first-ever woman
president in 1994, she appointed her
mother prime minister for the last time (it
should be noted that this appointment was
rather a tribute of respect).

Shirimavo resigned in April 2000 and
died in the same year.”
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