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Vajira: One of the first six
to join Army Women's Corps

Major General Janaka Perera's wife
Vajira, 48, a victim of the suicide bomb
attack in Anuradhapura yesterday, was
an old girl of Vishaka Vidyalaya,
Colombo.

She was one of the first six women
officers to join the Sri Lanka Army
Women's Corps at the inception of the
new unit. She was trained at the
Women's Royal Army Corps College in
UK in 1980 and served in the Sri Lanka
Army for a brief period.

She resigned from the Army in
1982 to get married to Major General
Perera who held the appointment of
Military Liaison Officer at the Defence
Ministry at that time.

Vajira who was a housewife after
marriage, rendered a great service to the
military community as a military wife
until Major General Perera's retirement.

She accompanied her husband to
Australia and Indonesia on him being
appointed the Sri Lankan High
Commissioner to Australia and
Indonesia. On completion of the diplo-
matic posts they returned to Sri Lanka.
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01. 02. 1946 - 06. 10. 2008

In recognition of his dedicated service
and in appreciation of his contribution to
the Army, he was awarded the following
decorations and gallantry awards.
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Rana Wickrema Padakkama (RWP),
Rana Sura Padakkama (RSP) Vishishta
Seva Vibhushanaya (VSV) Utthama Seva
Padakkama (USP), Purna Bhumi
Padakkama (PBP), North and East
Operations Medal, Vadamarachchi
Operation Medal, Riviresa Campaign
Service Medal, Republic of Sri Lanka
Armed Services Medal 1972, 50th
Independence Anniversary Medal 1998,
Sri Lanka Army 50th Anniversary Medal
1999, Sri Lanka Armed Services Long
Service Medal 1979 and President's
Inauguration Medal 1978.
-Courtesy - SL Army
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