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ditional dancing organised by 'Api
Wenuven Api' (Be together for all) held at
the Troxy Theatre, London , last Sunday,
21st Sept. was a refreshing change from
the usual fare presented in some Sri
Lankan cultural shows.

The show started off with traditional
Kandyan drumming and dancing followed
by low country dancing and
drumming.They continued being present-
ed intermittantly with more modern
singing and dancing in between.In the
Kandyan tradition were 'Pantheru’, the
Raban spinning and the 'Ves dances'
among many others.These dances were
ccompanied by the Kandyan drum and 'the
Davul' and 'Thammettam' (a special
assortment of drums).

The low country southern dances
were accompanied by the booming long
drum or the 'yak bere' The traditional devil
dances wearing masks and the Wandinga
Patuna reminded one of a by gone era
when these dances were actually used in
the belief that they could be utilised to
chase away evil spirits and devils bewitch-
ing people.

The acrobatic dances in both tradi-
tions and the fire dances in the southern
tradition were performed brilliantly and
kept both young and all equally thrilled.
The more modern singing and music was
presented by a musical group in which
vocalists sang popular songs of Amara
deva, Victor Ratnayake and C.T. Fernando

AN EXHILERATING

The evening of Sri Lankan music and tra-

CULTURAL SHOW

The singing and the accopanying music
were of a very high standard.

It was a treat to see all these per-
formances when the traditions of yester-year
are being fast swollowed up and forgotten
even in Sri Lanka in a decadent atmosphere
of so called modern distortions in an age of
mass media and consumerism catering to
market forces.

It is remarkable that this whole show
was by a special cultural group of the active-
ly serving Sri Lankan Forces, Army, Navy,
and the Air Force together with some brave
soldiers disabled in active fighting. It is
praiseworthy to see the Sri Lankan forces
while involved in a war against Eelam ter-
rorists are also helping to continue with an
artistic tradition by discovering and foster-
ing these gems of talent in the new recruits.

The show was to raise funds for the
scheme of building 50,000 houses in
Anuradhapura for the orphaned families of
brave soldiers who laid down their lives
fighting for the country and also for other
needy families of armed forces.As one
speaker pointed out,these soldiers whose
families did not own even a square inch of
land laid down their lives to protect the
whole country for us from the scourge of
Eelam terrorism.

Two more shows take place on 27th and
28th Sept., Saturday and Sunday in
Birmingham and Manchester respectively.

¢ Wakula Gunapala
Iford Essex UK
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Api Wenuwen Api
Raffel Winners

Ist Prize- £1000 - T. No. 005226
Pushpa Ranawickrema Manchester
2nd Prize- £ 750 T.No. 003013
Lasan De Lanerolle, Stoke on Trent
3rd Prize - £500 T. No. 002249,
Mr Toney, Ireland
4th Prize - £ 300 T.No. 0003161,
Danushka Randeniya, Leicester
Sth Prize - £200 T.No. 003535,
Annesley Silva Milan, Italy

Winners please contact
Brig. Prasad Samarasinghe
on 07515834000
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