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Dunedin - New Zealand

LORDS OF THE DESERT

Under the searing heat of a relentless sun
Over vast sand sheets and ever shifting dunes
Camel trains follow invisible veins

of ancient trade routes
Across Sahara's immense yellow wastes.

Early morning, near Egypt's Port Said
Black-turbaned Bedouin cameleers
Prepare a line of thirty camels
Through a punishing wilderness
They will journey for months;

some will meet their death
Doe-eyed they sit beautifully fawn coloured
Nonchalantly chewing the cud
Looking haughtily around.
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